
 

 

 

 

Happy Valentine's Day to 
everyone!  Please join us for 
our monthly membership 
meeting at Roepke's Village 
Inn, on Valentine's 
Day.  What a great way to 
enjoy a night out with your 
special someone at our 
general membership meet-
ing with all your Mid-Shore 
friends. 

It's coming fast, WBA Con-
ference February 22-24, 
come support Gary Roehrig 
as he is installed as our new 
President of the WBA for 
2012. We are all invited to 
attend the installation din-
ner on Thursday night.  We 
have a bus going from our 

area for that event if you 
are interested, please con-
tact Tena or Dan Schneider 
for more details.   

We also have our Home 
and Garden Expo coming 
up March 2-4 next to Trac-
tor Supply in New Hol-
stein.  A great way to get 
your business known to 
the community and the 
other businesses in our 
association.  We are also 
looking for volunteers to 
help with the setup and 
running the event if you 
are not interested in hav-
ing a booth.  Contact Tena 
for more information on 
the event. 

I look forward to seeing 
everyone at the Valentine 
meeting! 
Have a GREAT Month! 

Jason Ruebl 

WBA Event...SAVE THE 
DATE: 

February 23, 2012  MSHBA 
Member, Gary Roehrig, will 
be installed as WBA’s 2012 
President.  Plan on showing 
our pride and support by 
attending his installation at 
the Chula Vista  Resort .  His 
installation is in conjunction 
with the WB Conference on 
February 
22-23. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Jason Ruebl, JMR Builders, LLC 

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS: 

 February 14 WB Conference Hospi-
tality Suite Meeting  6:30 a.m. 
Schneider & Schneider Constr. 

 February 14 Home & Garden Expo 
Comm. Meeting  7:30 a.m. Schnei-
der & Schneider Constr. 

 February 14 General Membership 
Meeting                                    
Roepke’s Village Inn                                  
5:30 pm BOD                                    
6:30 pm GM & Dinner     

 February 16, 2012 Business Day in 
Madison 2012 

 February 22-23, 2012 Wisconsin 
Builders Conference Chula Vista 
Resort, Wis. Dells                          
Register at www.wisbuild.org         

 February 24, 2012 WBA Board Day 
Chula Vista Resort, Wis. Dells 

 March 2-4 2012 MSHBA Home & 
Garden Expo 2245 Calumet Drive, 
New Holstein    

 March 13 General Membership 
Meeting Village Hearthstone 
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February 14, 2012 

Roepke’s Village Inn 
W2686 St. Charles Rd., Chilton 

5:30 pm Board of Directors 

6:00 pm Cocktails 

6:30 pm General Membership  

& Dinner off the Menu 

 

Introducing… 

CONTRACTORS ADVANTAGE 

Do you have a new product, program or 
are aware of a regulation that could help 
members do business better.  Share it dur-
ing an open forum, titled “Contractor’s 
Advantage,” following the monthly GM 
meeting.  

http://www.wisbuild.org/
http://www.wisbuild.org/
http://www.wisbuild.org/
http://www.wisbuild.org/
http://www.wisbuild.org/
http://www.wisbuild.org/


 

 

MEMBERSHIPS DUE: 
Nov.:  Goebel Builders, LLC 
 Maid Perfect LLC 
 Schommer Concrete Constr., Inc. 
 Sun Comfort, Inc. 
Dec.: D. Karstaedt Insulation LLC 

Fries Tile & Design LLC 
Interior Woodworking LLC 
RAM Enterprises 

Jan.: Edward Jones 
 Inside Out Designs, LLC 
Feb.: Armor Shield Home Improve. Sys. 
 Charles Carpentry, LLC 
March: Builders Supply of NE Wisconsin 
 Moehn Plumbing, Inc. 
April: Badgerland Financial 
 Lakeshore Technical College 
 Meyer Plumbing LLC 
 Roffers Concrete Construction 
 Fuhrmann Heating & Cooling, Inc. 
 Greenleaf Landscaping & Gardens 
 

Mid-Shores HBA offers a 3-Pay Dues 
Payment Program… 

MSHBA offers an option to pay your 
dues in three consecutive monthly 
payments of $135.00.  Your member-
ship will take into effect on your final 
payment. A 3-Pay Dues payment con-
tract will be included with your re-
newal statement. 

· · · · · · · · · · · · 
Business Day in Madison - February 16 
Mid-Shores HBA sponsors ten members to 
attend this event.  Attendees representing 
MSHBA include Gary Roehrig, Pam Van Dera, 
Glenn Christel, Sean Kelly, Dan Schneider, 
David Charles, Jason Heiberger and Tena Hart-
wig. 

· · · · · · · · · · · · 

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 
ACHIEVEMENT! 
MSHBA has ended the year with the high-
est annual retention rate ( 91.9%) of a local 
builders association in the state of Wiscon-
sin!  The state average was 77%.   And 
MSHBA also achieved the highest gain 
(6.5%) for the year!  The state average was 
(-10.3%).  Way to Go-Mid-Shores! 

MSHBA Membership 

2012 MSHBA OFFICERS 

President                           Jason Ruebl  
JMR Builders, LLC ● 920-756-9488 

jmr-builders@frontier.com 

President-Elect          Jason Heiberger 
Christel & Heiberger Builders, Inc.  

920-898-2820 
jason@christelheibergerbuilders.com 

Treasurer                        Julie Binversie 
Premier Financial Credit Union  

920-898-4232 
julie.binversie@yourpfcu.com 

Secretary                      Pam Van Dera 
.ŀƴƪ aǳǘǳŀƭ  920-898-5737 

pam.vandera@bankmutual.com 

Past-President               David Charles 
Charles Carpentry, LLC 

920-894-4351 
david@charlescarpentry.com  

2012 DIRECTORS 

Glenn Christel 
Christel & Heiberger Builders, Inc.  

920-898-2820 

Sean Kelly 
Accurate Housing Systems  

262-745-0900 

Rick Mueller 
w!a 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜǎ 920-849-2450 

Dan Schneider 
Schneider & Schneider Constr., LLC 

920-898-1300 

WBA Directors 
Dan Schneider 

Schneider & Schneider Const., LLC 

Gary Roehrig 
Roehrig & Savola Builders, Inc. 

Sean Kelly 
Accurate Housing Systems 

NAHB Director 
Dan Schneider 

Schneider & Schneider Const ., LLC 
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PO Box 125 
New Holstein, WI 53061 

www.midshoreshomebuilders.com 

Executive Officer        Tena Hartwig 
2104 Mary Ave.  

New Holstein, WI 53061 
Phone (920) 898-5030 
Fax  9920) 827-1232 

thartwig@midshoreshomebuilders.com 

CELEBRATE GOOD TIMES…
Come On!!! 

MSHBA Member, Gary Roehrig, will be 
installed as WBA’s 2012 President on Feb-
ruary 23, 2012 at the Chula Vista Re-
sort.  A party is going on…In celebration, 
MSHBA is sponsoring a hospitality booth 
and your help is needed in decorating 
and providing refreshments for the 
booth.  The planning committee is look-
ing for members to sponsor snacks/
refreshments/decorations.  The theme is 
Oscar Night…if you have movie posters, 
movie/Oscar decorations, a red carpet or 
anything that we could use to deco-
rate…let me know.  

Sponsorship Opportunities are avail-
able…All Sponsors will be recognized in 
the suite.   
Snack Sponsor $50 – Schneider & Schnei-
der Construction, LLC 
Refreshment Sponsor $50 – Premier Prop-
erties Realty LLC 
Snack & Refreshment Sponsor $100—
Charles Carpentry LLC 
Ice Cream Machine & Liquor Sponsor—
City Wide Insulation 
Thank YOU Sponsors! 

If you would like to attend….register at 
www.wisbuild.org  in planning and man-
ning the booth.  A planning meeting has 
been set for Tuesday, February 14 at 6:30 
am at Schneider & Schneider Construc-
tion, New Holstein.   

Plan on showing our pride and support by 
ÁÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ 'ÁÒÙȭÓ ÉÎÓÔÁÌÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÌÁ 

Vista  Resort .  MSHBA is working on filling a 
bus to attend the installation.  Let me know 

if you would interested in attending. 

             

OFFICE NOTE… 
MSHBA has a new fax number…it is 920-
827-2132.  Please update your directories.   
 

 

http://www.wisbuild.org
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WHY...MSHBA’s Gary 
Roehrig will be 
installed as WBA’s 

2012 President. 

WHY...MSHBA is 
hosting a Hospitality 
Suite in celebration.  

Join in the FUN! 

 

The Wisconsin Builders Conference...WE’LL TELL YOU WHY 

The Wisconsin Builders Conference is right 
around the corner on Wednesday & Thursday 
Feb. 22-23, 2012 at Chula Vista Resort in Wis-
consin Dells. We’ve told you for months why 
you should attend, but now it’s time to hear 
from your peers.  

Ten builders and associates answered one 
question: Why do you attend the Wisconsin 
Builders Conference? Their responses were 
captured on short 1-2 minute videos that are 
now on YouTube, search “Wisconsin Builders 
Association” for the wisbuild channel (Click 
on the member name to go to their video 
link). 

2012 Conference Chairman Mark Brehmer of 
Sterling Premium Building Systems and mem-
ber of the Madison Area Builders Association 
noted the outstanding lineup of classes of-
fered this year “you’ll have two days to earn 
all the credits you need to set yourself apart 
or improve your business. Our classes and 
Vendor Showcase offer something of interest 
for just about any builder or associate indus-
try professional.” This is one of the main rea-
sons the conference is open to both mem-
bers and non-members of the Wisconsin 

Builders Associa-
tion.   

Brandon Bartow 
of Bartow Build-
ers and member 
of the Manitowoc 
County Home 
Builders Associa-
tion has been a 
vocal leader for 
introducing his 
employees and 
subcontractors to 
the value of at-
tending the Con-
ference. “There 
are many net-
working opportu-
nities to meet 
with respected 
builders and 
trades people 
from across the 
state and get all 
the credits you 
need.” 

2011 WBA President Don Esposito, member of 
the Madison Area Builders Association  re-
marked “over the years I have found  
attending the Conference to be an invaluable 
opportunity for networking and to meeting 
new vendors. Plus it is just a good time to 
spend with your fellow association mem-
bers.” 

A builder member from Habitat for Humanity 
in Rock and Jefferson County (South Central 
Wisconsin HBA) Evan Thomas supervises 
volunteers in his work and finds “the educa-
tion I get at the conference helps me stay 
one step ahead of questions why you have to 
build a house the way we have to build.” Tho-
mas also remembered “one year at confer-
ence I met the head of a company in the hos-
pitality suites who gave me his card and of-
fered to help our organization. You just don’t 
make those kind of connections if you don’t 
attend this conference.” 

Incoming 2012 President Gary Roehrig from 
Roehrig & Savola in New Holstein, and mem-
ber of the Mid-Shores : “I’m looking forward 
to picking up the education credits, meet 
some old friends, some new friends and have 
a really good time in the middle of winter!”  

Mike Check from Mike Check Builders in Cato, 
WI and member of Manitowoc County Home 
Builders Association: “I’ve been going to the 
state conference since 1985. The reason I go 
is for the people and the relationships that 
I’ve developed with people from all over the 
state.” 

Pam Jewell from Blenker Building Systems in 
Amherst, WI and member of the Golden 
Sands Home Builders Association is excited 
about the new Vendor Showcase “Blenker 
will be there with not one, not two but four 
booths this year. You will see vendors there 
who want to do business with you and show 
you new ideas and product lines. The two 
days of education is also outstanding this 
year. I know if I learn one new thing at a con-
ference it is worth going to.” 

These are successful business people and 
long-time members who know the power of 
education, networking and giving back to 
their association. They are not keeping a se-
cret one of the keys to their success: attend-
ing the Wisconsin Builders Conference. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5F6xy_Bbsc
http://www.sterlingbldg.com/
http://maba.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7nS9L1YjYs
http://bartowbuilders.com/
http://bartowbuilders.com/
http://www.manitowoccountyhomebuilders.com/
http://www.manitowoccountyhomebuilders.com/
http://www.manitowoccountyhomebuilders.com/
http://youtu.be/x-mYRJMgLGM
http://www.maba.org/
http://www.rockcountyhabitat.org/
http://www.scwbaonline.com/
http://www.scwbaonline.com/
http://youtu.be/9b3qdRVmkY4
http://youtu.be/J9uLK2EiqE4
http://www.midshoreshomebuilders.com/
http://youtu.be/7cSfj6fLV60
http://www.manitowoccountyhomebuilders.com/
http://youtu.be/gwvO4LY5B24
http://www.blenkerco.com/
http://gshba.org/
http://gshba.org/


 

Have Questions?  
 

Program Administrator:  

Rich Robinson 
Toll-Free Phone:  

866-849-8400 
Email: 

info@hbarebates.com 

 

$1,138.00...$1,007.00...$881.00...$728.00 

The WBA Member Rebate Program is al-
ready paying off for members who are tak-
ing advantage of the latest benefit of 
membership in the Wisconsin Builders As-
sociation. These numbers are real results 
and we are excited to see some serious 
ching ching going into the pockets of 
builder and remodeler members who have 
enrolled. This program truly is as good as it 
seems.  Leading Manufacturers are paying 
cash rebates as their way of thanking our 
members for being loyal to their products.  

“I prepared & sent in a 3rd quarter 2011 re-
port after noticing information in an e-mail 
from our local.  With very little effort our 
rebate was $108.00 and we expect to re-
ceive the check in March.  The application 
process & report only took a few min-
utes.  This program is like coupon-clipping 
for builders.  We intend to keep using the 
program and hope to see more products 
qualify.” 

Linda Olson 
Loren Imhoff Homebuilder 

Is it worth your time? 70% of the Builders & 
Remodelers who participated nationally in 
2010 not only received equal to what they 
paid in yearly dues to the Local HBA back in 

rebates, but made a profit. The answer is 
yes, it is worth your time. 

Is there a ton of  paperwork?  The average 
builder, based on a survey done, takes less 
than 15 minutes to fill out the paperwork. 
Without needing any receipts (other than 
Progress Lighting). If a Builder already 
knows what manufacturer’s products they 
are putting in their homes or remodeling 
projects, then completing the sections on 
the forms can be done very quickly. Plus, 
we now have a way to submit the forms 
online.  

When you register, you simply indicate 
which of the eligible manufacturers you 
already use. Then, on a quarterly basis, as 
you report the number of homes or prod-
ucts that were completed, the program 
administrator does the work of notifying 
the manufacturers, collecting your money, 
and mailing your quarterly rebate check. 

“For the $1,138 we received in rebates it 
was well worth it. I just sent the applica-
tion to my subcontractors who had the 
products in our homes and let them fill it 
out. I then simply compiled all of the info 
and sent it in.” 
 Tom Schaefer 
Signature Homes 

Click on the link to go online to 
register or read more about the 
program in the WBA Member 
Rebate Program Newsletter,  
Please help us spread the word 
about this outstanding WBA 
member benefit. We want to 
get as many members regis-
tered and collecting cash! 

Your consistent support of 
WBA through your association 
membership makes this pro-
gram possible. It’s just another 
one of the many benefits of 
belonging to WBA, the voice of 
the housing industry in Wiscon-
sin. 

So what are you waiting for? 
Enroll today. 

Real Results, Real Cash from Member Rebate Program 
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http://hbarebates.com/wba.html
https://forms.pdffiller.com/forms/334377/Q4_11_Online_Rebate_Claim_Form.pdf
https://forms.pdffiller.com/forms/334377/Q4_11_Online_Rebate_Claim_Form.pdf
http://hbarebates.com/registration.html
http://hbarebates.com/registration.html
http://hbarebates.com/registration.html
http://hbarebates.com/uploads/WBA_Member_Rebate_Program_Fall_11_Newsletter.pdf
http://hbarebates.com/uploads/WBA_Member_Rebate_Program_Winter_11_Newsletter.pdf
http://hbarebates.com/uploads/WBA_Member_Rebate_Program_Winter_11_Newsletter.pdf
http://hbarebates.com/registration.html


 

 

Calumet 
County’s ONLY 

Home & Garden 
Show! 

Friday, March 2 4-8PM  
Sat., March 3 10AM-4PM 
Sun., March 4 10AM-3PM 

Exhibitor Space is 
Still Available! 

2012 Sponsors include:  
Bank Mutual – Friday 
Vendor Sponsor - $250 

Builders Supply of NE 
Wis. & Zander Press Inc. – 
Hospitality Sponsor 
$200.00 

Chilton Furniture – Event 
Sponsor - $1000 Merchan-
dise Gift Certificate 

H. Lulloff & Sons Inc. – 
$500 Merchandise Gift 
Certificate 

Kiel Building Supply – 
Advertising Sponsor 
$500.00 

M&I, A Part of BMO Fi-
nancial Group & Roffers 
Concrete Construction – 
Seminar Sponsors - $250 

Stanley Schmitz Inc. - 
Dishwasher, $600 Manu-
facturer’s Value 

Tractor Supply Co. – 
Small Refrigerator, 
$129.99 
THANK YOU SPONSORS! 
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Message from Pam Van Dera, MSHBA Home & 
Garden Expo Committee Chairperson  

Dear Fellow Mid-Shores HBA Members: 

I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to participate as an exhibitor in Mid-
Shores Home Builders Association, Inc.’s  2012 Home & Garden Expo on March 2-4, 2012 in 
New Holstein.  It is our hope that this expo will provide a direct and immediate benefit to 
area builders, sub-contractors and service suppliers as it provides the opportunity to show-
case the incredible talent, workmanship and services our area can provide.  If you cannot 
participate as an exhibitor there are other areas that you can assist with. 

MARKETING 
The three-day show is an excellent, cost-effective opportunity to showcase your business 
and services to area consumers as well as MSHBA members that attend the event.  We will 
be using a variety of media to promote the event in the Calumet County area and be-
yond.  This year, we will also be promoting the expo in the Calumet, Fond du Lac and Mani-
towoc markets through Charter Communications.  In addition to cable advertising, this year 
we will offer a MSHBA member business promotions booth.  MSHBA members ONLY may 
advertise in this booth.  Promotion is limited to two items per business…Business flyers or 
promotion pamphlets no larger than 8.5”x11” and business cards.  Please drop off all items 
at the expo building during setup or at 2104 Mary Ave., New Holstein.  Help us promote 
MSHBA’s Expo by including the Home & Garden Expo & dates on your marquee.   

SEMINARS 
Contact me if you would be willing to present an informational seminar or demonstration. 
Seminars will be held on Saturday and Sunday and should be approximately 30-45 minutes 
in length.  The Home & Garden Expo Committee schedules and approves non-advertorial 
seminars and demonstrations based upon public interest and popular topics. 

SPONSORSHIPS 
In addition to the advertising, seminar and hospitality sponsorships, we are also hosting 
large item door prizes to encourage attendance.  A variety of sponsorship opportunities are 
available.   

EXHIBIT YOUR BUSINESS 
I hope that you are excited as I am at this opportunity and sincerely hope you will consider 
joining us in exhibiting your business to the public.  Contact me for an Exhibitors Packet. 

GENERAL HELP 
The committee will need help with ticket sales at the door, set up and clean up.  Let us 
know if you can help. 

Thank you for your kind consideration of this opportunity.  If you have any questions or 
would like additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 Very Truly Yours, 

Pam Van Dera 

Bank Mutual 

Pam.VanDera@bankmutual.com 
MSHBA Home & Garden Expo Chairperson 

 

  
 

 

 

Friday Night Vendorõs Pizza 

Party 

Complimentary Exhibitor 

Hospitality Room 

mailto:Pam.VanDera@bankmutual.com


 

 

ALL THINGS POLITI-
CAL...First, it feels good to get back on the 
keyboard again.  I thank you for your pa-
tience during the past few weeks. 

As all of you know, the recall elections are 
going to be held.  As I write this, the Gov-
ernment Accountability Board is in the 
process of validating all of the signatures.  
Both the Republican Party and the Tea 
Party of Wisconsin are also preparing to 
examine all of the signatures to guarantee 
they are valid. Hundreds of volunteers are 
involved in these efforts.  In addition they 
are also looking at all of the signatures that 
have been collected for the State Senate 
recalls. 

While this process is going on a couple of 
good things have happened for Governor 
Walker. 

First, he has 
been able to 
solicit some 
huge cam-
paign dona-
tions to as-
sist in his re-
election bid 
in this recall 
election.  
One of the 
quirks of the 
Wisconsin 
recall law is 
that it per-
mits the can-
didates to 
solicit unlim-
ited contri-
butions 
while the 
recall proc-
ess is going 
on.  The De-
mocratic 
candidates 
cannot begin 
to solicit un-
til the GAB 

declares there are sufficient signatures to 
call for a recall election.  Then they can 
begin to solicit contributions.  This is a 
huge advantage for the Governor now. 

Second-the first polls came out this week 
and showed the Governor beating any of 
the prospective Democratic candidates by 
anywhere from 6- 10 points.  In the same 
poll the Governor received a 51% approval 
rating from those who were polled.  As I 
have stated in earlier columns-anytime a 
politician polls above 50% that is very good 
news while an approval rating under  50% 
usually is a sign of weakness.  This is very 
early and the recall elections may not hap-
pen until July or August but it is some posi-
tive news for those of us who support Gov-
ernor Walker. 

We are already seeing TV ads for the up-
coming elections-both national and state.  
Our airwaves will be inundated by these 
ads in the next 11 months. (Kind of wish I 
had stock in some of radio and TV stations 
in Wisconsin.)  Wisconsin is one of the cru-
cial states for the upcoming national elec-
tions.  We are also going to be electing a 
new U.S. Senator and will be voting for all 
of the Congressional seats.  I will spend 
more time on those races in future col-
umns. 

Finally, those of you who live in Bob Ziegel-
bauer’s Assembly district should be paying 
attention.  Rep. Ziegelbauer has an-
nounced he will not run for re-election.  
Brandon Bartow, WBA Secretary, is con-
templating a run for that office.  We will 
follow those developments very closely 
because if Brandon decides to run we are 
going to have to support his candidacy. 

That’s all for now-as always, if you have 
any questions-just call. 

Gary 
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MSHBA GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS  

By Gary Roehrig, Government Affairs Chair 
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which are considered rare or sensitive areas.   
Ɇ2ÅÖÉÓÅÓ ÃÏÍÐÅÎÓÁÔÏÒÙ ×ÅÔÌÁÎÄ ÍÉÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ 
program to allow for more banking and the 
purchase of credits for the purpose of restor-
ing, enhancing, creating, or preserving wetlands 
or other water resource features. Mitigation 
also includes on-site wetland restoration and/or 
creation. 
Ɇ2ÅÖÉÓÅÓ ÔÈÅ ȬÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÂÌÅ ÁÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÉÓȭ ÔÏ 
be limited to those alternatives which have an 
impact to the project site and any adjacent par-
cel if the project will result in demonstrable 
economic benefit, or is necessary for an expan-
sion of an existing commercial or industrial facil-
ity, and the wetland fill will not result in signifi-
cant adverse impacts to wetland functional 
values or other adverse environmental conse-
quences. 
Ɇ%ÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÓ Á ×ÅÔÌÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÕÎÄ ÁÎÄ 
allows the DNR to enter into agreements with 
third-party organizations to perform wetland 
restoration/creation work.  Any project that 
utilizes such funds must be open for hunting, 
fishing, trapping, cross-country skiing, and hik-
ing, but the DNR may establish reasonable re-
strictions on the use of the land for public 
safety reasons or to protect a unique plant or 
animal community. 
Ɇ#ÒÅÁÔÅÓ ÉÎÓÐÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÆÏÒÃÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙ 
similar to the inspection and enforcement au-
thority found under Chapter 30 (navigable wa-
ters). 

The key to this bill passing is to get some minor 
technical changes in committee and make sure 
the bill is not “watered down” (no pun in-
tended!) during the process.  WBA staff profes-
sionals will continue working with members, 
local staff members and the legislature to pass 
a strong wetlands bill before the end of the 
legislative session. 

Movement on DATCP 110 rule revision 
Recently WBA received word from Sandy 
Chalmers, Administrator of the Division of Trade 
and Consumer Protection at the Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 
that DATCP 110, the rule that regulates Wiscon-
sin remodelers, would be further examined and 
possibly rewritten in 2012. 

In an e-mail from Ms. Chalmers she stated that 
"DATCP 110 is on the DATCP Board calendar for 
2012. Our tentative plan is to have a scope state-
ment to the Board in June." 
 

At long last, a wetlands bill is released 
After several months of speculation and a lot of 
effort, a wetlands bill draft was sent out to leg-
islators asking for them to sign on as co-
authors.  The draft is co-authored by Senator 
Neil Kedzie (R-Elkhorn) and Representative Jeff 
Mursau (R-Crivitz). 

WBA worked with key members and local staff 
on the draft to provide input on the finished 
proposal.  Both authors, officials from the DNR 
(in particular Deputy Secretary Matt Moroney 
and Mike Bruhn), WBA and representatives of 
other business groups worked for the better 
part of the past six months on the draft. 

The draft released this week will have a positive 
impact on the process for businesses to get a 
wetland permit from the DNR in a more timely 
matter and will also have a net benefit to Wis-
consin’s environment. 

Some of the highlights of the draft include: 
Ɇ#ÒÅÁÔÅÓ ÎÅ× ÐÒÏÃÅÄÕÒÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȟ 
review and potential issuance of General and 
Individual Permits for projects impacting wet-
lands.  Permits are considered the same as wa-
ter quality certifications.  
Ɇ#ÒÅÁÔÅÓ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ 0ÅÒÍÉÔÓ ɉ'0ÓɊ ÆÏÒ ÍÉÎÏÒ ÐÒÏȤ
jects impacting wetlands (10,000 sq. ft. in most 
cases) for residential, industrial, commercial, 
utility, agricultural, municipal and recreational 
development, which are similar to General Per-
mits currently issued by US Army Corps of Engi-
neers.  
Ɇ!ÕÔÈÏÒÉÚÅÓ ÔÈÅ $.2 ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ '0Ó 
as necessary, including permits which are con-
sistent with other General Permits issued by the 
Army Corps of Engineers.   
Ɇ%ÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÓ ÄÅÁÄÌÉÎÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ '0 ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ 
process and determinations by the DNR for 
such permits, and sets consequences for not 
meeting deadlines similar to those in the 
amended version of Senate Bill 326/Assembly 
Bill 421, the Chapter 30 regulatory reform bill.  
Ɇ#ÒÅÁÔÅÓ )ÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ 0ÅÒÍÉÔÓ ɉ)0ÓɊ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ 
do not qualify for a GP, with deadlines for the 
process and DNR decisions, but not the same as 
those for GPs failure to meet deadlines.  Stan-
dards for review of environmental impacts set 
higher than those for GPs; mitigation required, 
with a standard that the mitigation ratio mirror 
the federal ratio, but at a minimum, 1.2 acres 
restored or created for every 1 acre filled.  
Ɇ2ÅÐÌÁÃÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÌÁ× ȰÁÒÅÁÓ ÏÆ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ 
natural resource interest” wetland designations 
with more specificity on the types of wetlands 

By Brad Boycks  

Director of Government & Political Affairs, WBA  
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an attempt to bring some of those weary voters 
back to the governor and the GOP.  

Waste, Fraud and Abuse release's final report  
Recently Governor Walkers Commission on 
Waste, Fraud and Abuse released their final 
report.  As you may remember the head of this 
commission was WBA Treasurer Craig Ra-
kowski.   The final is the culmination of a great 
deal of work by Chairman Rakowski working 
with most members of the commission (some 
made the decision not to engage in the process 
in a constructive manner) and those involved in 
state government to come up with the sugges-
tions contained in the report. 

“The recommendations by the Commission will 
help state government operate more efficiently 
and effectively,” said Governor 
Walker.  “Moving forward I will work with mem-
bers of both political parties to implement the 
remaining recommendations made by the com-
mission.”  

Overall the Commission believes their recom-
mendations can reduce spending by local units 
of government by $82.6 million and state gov-
ernment by $373 million for a total annual sav-
ings to taxpayers of $445 million. 

In the “Letter from the Chairman” contained at 
the beginning of the report, chair Rakowski 
stated: ‘I am thankful to the citizens of Wiscon-
sin who submitted many suggestions for the 
Commission to review. I assure you that all of 
them were taken into consideration, many of 
which are addressed in the final report. I would 
also like to thank the Department of Admini-
stration staff for the work they put into the 
research that went into this report. I would also 
like to thank the many other state employees 
who spoke to us about how to make their jobs 
more efficient and effective. Their input was 
extremely valuable and I wish them continued 
good luck in their efforts to change the culture 
of our state government.” 

Brad Boycks 
Chief Lobbyist 
Director of Government & Political Affairs, 
Wisconsin Builders Association® 
bboycks@wisbuild.org 
(608) 242-5151 ext. 16 
Visit our web site: www.wisbuild.org 

What that means is that if the DATCP agrees the 
department will begin the process of meeting 
with interested parties, like WBA members, on 
revisions to the rule. with interested parties, 
like WBA members, on revisions to the rule. 

We are thankful that DATCP is moving on this 
important matter in 2012 and look forward to 
WBA members being involved in the discussion 
on proposed changes.   

Vos addresses business groups 
In last December state Representative Robin 
Vos (R-Burlington) addressed representatives 
from a number of groups including WBA focus-
ing on what will be covered during the final 
three months of session. While his first re-
sponse was “not much”, he also covered a 
number of other political items as well. 

The two large pieces of legislation Vos told the 
group he believed would pass (at least in the 
Assembly) during the final three months of the 
session was venture capital legislation and a bill 
to change state statutes in regards to ferrous 
metallic mining.   
In addition to mining and venture capital legisla-
tion Vos also predicted the passage of a number 
of “easier to digest bills” as well.  In other 

words, expect some 
more contentious 
items to be passed 
but also several less 
controversial bills 
that may even receive 
bipartisan support 
from both houses. 
Vos also said that the 
Assembly is expected 
to be in session for “5 
or 6 more days” from 
January to March of 
2012. 
 
When turning to the 
topic of polling and 
the Wisconsin politi-
cal landscape, Vos 
noted the GOP con-
tinues to have issues 
in western Wisconsin 
(especially from La 
Crosse south) and to 
a lesser degree with 
independent and 
female voters.  Much 
of what you see out 
of Governor Walker’s 
campaign as of late is  

 
 

Business Day in 
Madison 2012 
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