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CALENDAR OF
EVENTS:

January 17 Home & Garden Expo
Comm. Meeting 7:30 a.m. Schnei-
der & Schneider Constr.

January 17WB Conference Hospi-
tality Suite Meeting 8:45a.m.
Schneider & Schneider Constr.
February 14, 2012 General Mem-
bership Meeting Roepke’s Village
Inn

February 16, 2012 Business Day in
Madison 2012

February 22-23, 2012 Wisconsin

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Jason Ruebl, JMR Builders, LLC

Welcome to 2012. 1 am Jason
Ruebl. Many of you know me
but for those of you that don’t
know me, here is a piece of my
background: | am owner of
JMR Builders LLC, husband,
father of 5 wonderful children,
member of the Brillion Fire
Department and a member of
the Calumet County Dive
Team. | am involved in the
community via Brillion’s Cham-
ber of Commerce, Brillion Area
Jaycees & the Brillion Opti-
mists. Finally, | am your Presi-
dent for the Mid-Shore HBA
for 2012

| hope to carry on the momen-
tum of success we had last
year into this year as an asso-
ciation. We are always looking
for and open to new ideas that
will help our organization
grow and benefit you in your
businesses. Feel free to share
your ideas and information. If

you or someone you know
has an educational opportu-
nity, a skill or a topic that
would benefit the entire asso-
ciation, please step forward
as we’d love to feature these
at our meetings.

We do have some events
coming up that you will want
to keep in mind. Of course
we do have or monthly mem-
bership meetings on the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month
that is a great way to get to
know the membership and do
some networking. | hope to
see you all there. We have
our Home and Garden Expo
coming up on March 2-4, an-
other great way to get your
name out into the community
and to the members. Make
sure you register to get your
booth or if you don’t want a
booth, we can always use
volunteers to help run the

expo, help with cleaning, set-
ting up, taking down, and
many other things to make
this a great success. And don’t
forget the WBA’s Conference
on February 22-23, with our
very own Gary Roehrig being
installed as the President of
the WBA. The conference fea-
tures a lot of great educational
opportunities also.

I hope you had a blessed and
safe holiday season and a
Wonderful New Year!

Jason Ruebl

WBA Event...SAVE THE DATE:

February 23, 2012 MSHBA
Member, Gary Roehrig, will be
installed as WBA’s 2012 Presi-
dent. Plan on showing our
pride and support by attend-
ing his installation at the Chula
Vista Resort. His installation
is in conjunction with the WB
Conference on February 22-23.

Builders Conference Chula Vista
Resort, Wis. Dells

Register at www.wisbuild.org
Early Bird Deadline - Jan. 27
February 24, 2012 WBA Board Day

FEBRUARY MEETING

February 14, 2012

an Exhibi

Home & Garden Expo!

Join us in highlighting our trade to the public by par-

ticipating in this opportunity to showcase the incredi-

ble workmanship, products and services our area can
provide. Contact Tena to register.

Become t o

Chula Vista Resort, Wis. Dells ag

e March 2-4 2012 MSHBA Home &
Garden Expo 2245 Calumet Drive,
New Holstein

e March 13 General Membership

Meeting Village Hearthstone

Roepke’ s Vi l}l
W2686 St. Charles Rd., Chilton
5:30 pm Board of Directors

6:00 pm Cocktails
6:30 pm General Membership
& Dinner off the Menu



http://www.wisbuild.org/
http://www.wisbuild.org/
http://www.wisbuild.org/
http://www.wisbuild.org/
http://www.wisbuild.org/
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http://www.wisbuild.org/
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2012 MSHBA OFFICERS

President Jason Ruebl
JMR Builders, LLC ® 920-756-9488
jmr-builders@frontier.com

President-Elect Jason Heiberger
Christel & Heiberger Builders, Inc.
920-898-2820
jason@christelheibergerbuilders.com

Treasurer Julie Binversie
Premier Financial Credit Union
920-898-4232
julie.binversie@yourpfcu.com

Secretary Pam Van Dera
. byl a dabdaB$737
pam.vandera@bankmutual.com

Past-President David Charles
Charles Carpentry, LLC

920-894-4351
david@charlescarpentry.com

2012 DIRECTORS

Glenn Christel
Christel & Heiberger Builders, Inc.
920-898-2820

Sean Kelly
Accurate Housing Systems
262-745-0900

Rick Mueller
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Mid-Shores
Home_m!ilderl’s
Association,Inc.

PO Box 125

New Holstein, WI 53061
www.midshoreshomebuilders.com

Executive Officer Tena Hartwig
2104 Mary Ave.
New Holstein, Wl 53061
Phone (920) 898-5030
Fax 9920) 827-1232
thartwig@midshoreshomebuilders.com

MSHBA Membership

MEMBERSHIPS DUE:

Nov.:  Goebel Builders, LLC

Maid Perfect LLC

Schommer Concrete Constr., Inc.
Sun Comfort, Inc.

D. Karstaedt Insulation LLC

Fries Tile & Design LLC

Interior Woodworking LLC

RAM Enterprises

Edward Jones

Inside Out Designs, LLC

Armor Shield Home Improve. Sys.
Charles Carpentry, LLC

Dec.:

Jan.:

Feb.:

THANK YOU FOR RENEWING YOUR

MEMBERSHIP!

Karls Mechanical Contractors, Inc.
Valley Cabinet Inc.
Great Midwest Bank

Mid-Shores HBA offers a 3-Pay
Dues Payment Program...

MSHBA offers an option to pay your
dues in three consecutive monthly
payments of $135.00. Your member-
ship will take into effect on your final
payment. A 3-Pay Dues payment con-
tract will be included with your re-
newal statement.

SALVATION ARMY THANK YOU
Dear Mid-Shores Home Builders,

I am writing to thank you for your do-
nation of 73 Ibs of food and Christmas
toys and cash donation of $70.00.
Your donations are greatly appreci-
ated. With your continued support we
are able to help those less fortunate in
Calumet County.

God Bless,
Crystal R. Mitts—Director

OFFICE NOTE...

MSHBA has a new fax number... it is 920-
827-2132. Please update your directories.
000000 OGOEOIOSONOO

CELEBRATE GOOD TIMES...
Come On!"!

MSHBA Member, Gary Roehrig, will be
installed as WBA’s 2012 President on Feb-
ruary 23, 2012 at the Chula Vista Re-

sort. A party is going on... In celebration,
MSHBA is sponsoring a hospitality booth
and your help is needed in planning and
manning the booth. A planning meeting
has been set for Tuesday, January 17 at
8:45 am at Schneider & Schneider Con-
struction, New Holstein.

Plan on showing our pride and support by

AGOAT AET C

Vista Resort .His installation is in conjunc-

tion with the WB Conference on February 3
23, 2012.

WEBSITE IDEA

MSHBA has an opportunity to purchase
discounted design hours for our website
through January 27 . Is there anything
additional you would like to see on
MSHBA’s website? Let us know by Jan. 27.

badd

MSHBA Board of Directors Re-
quests Your Feedback in Plan-

ning 2012’s GM Meetings
MSHBA’s Board of Directors is looking
for feedback on what types of programs
or topics you would be interested in
2012. What would you like us to bring to
you at GM meetings? Do you like to meet
at area restaurants or would you like to
meet off site at member’s busi-

nesses? Do you have a topic that you
have heard elsewhere that you think
would be interesting or could you pre-
sent a topic? Let us know.
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WE’LL TELL YOU WHY

The Wisconsin Builders Conference is right
around the corner on Wednesday & Thursday
Feb. 22-23, 2012 at Chula Vista Resort in Wis-
consin Dells. We’ve told you for months why
you should attend, but now it’s time to hear

‘ from your peers.

7(9888-3("|

Roehrig will be
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2012 President.
WHY...MSHBA is

hosting a Hospitality

Suite in celebration.
Join in the FUN!

Two dates to act on:

Ten builders and associates answered one
question: Why do you attend the Wisconsin
Builders Conference? Their responses were
captured on short 1-2 minute videos that are
now on YouTube, search “Wisconsin Builders
Association” for the wisbuild channel (Click
on the member name to go to their video
link).

2012 Conference Chairman Mark Brehmer of
Sterling Premium Building Systems and mem-
ber of the Madison Area Builders Association
noted the outstanding lineup of classes of-
fered this year “you’ll have two days to earn
all the credits you need to set yourself apart
or improve your business. Our classes and
Vendor Showcase offer something of interest
for just about any builder or associate indus-
try professional.” This is one of the main rea-
sons the conference is open to both mem-
bers and non-members of the Wisconsin
Builders Associa-
tion.

January 27, 2012 early bird
registration ends February 1,
2012 room rate discount ends

Register today at
www.wisbuild.org.

Chula Vista Resort: (855) 388-
4782 *** mention code
"Wisconsin Builders
Association" or A40808 ***

Brandon Bartow
of Bartow Build-
ers and member
of the Manitowoc
County Home
Builders Associa-
tion has been a
vocal leader for
introducing his
employees and
subcontractors to
the value of at-
tending the Con-
ference. “There
are many net-
working opportu-
nities to meet
with respected
builders and
trades people
from across the
state and get all
the credits you
need.”

Early Bird
Deadline.c

January
21, 2012

MENARDS
M ,

February 22-23, 2012
Register today www.wisbuild.org
Chula room rate discount ends Feb. 1, 2012

2011 WBA President Don Esposito, member of
the Madison Area Builders Association re-
marked “over the years | have found
attending the Conference to be an invaluable
opportunity for networking and to meeting
new vendors. Plus it is just a good time to
spend with your fellow association mem-
bers.”

A builder member from Habitat for Humanity
in Rock and Jefferson County (South Central
Wisconsin HBA) Evan Thomas supervises
volunteers in his work and finds “the educa-
tion | get at the conference helps me stay
one step ahead of questions why you have to
build a house the way we have to build.” Tho-
mas also remembered “one year at confer-
ence | met the head of a company in the hos-
pitality suites who gave me his card and of-
fered to help our organization. You just don’t
make those kind of connections if you don’t
attend this conference.”

Incoming 2012 President Gary Roehrig from
Roehrig & Savola in New Holstein, and mem-
ber of the Mid-Shores : “I’'m looking forward
to picking up the education credits, meet
some old friends, some new friends and have
areally good time in the middle of winter!”

Mike Check from Mike Check Builders in Cato,
WI and member of Manitowoc County Home
Builders Association: “I’ve been going to the
state conference since 1985. The reason | go
is for the people and the relationships that
I’ve developed with people from all over the
state.”

Pam Jewell from Blenker Building Systems in
Amherst, Wl and member of the Golden
Sands Home Builders Association is excited
about the new Vendor Showcase “Blenker
will be there with not one, not two but four
booths this year. You will see vendors there
who want to do business with you and show
you new ideas and product lines. The two
days of education is also outstanding this
year. | know if | learn one new thing at a con-
ference it is worth going to.”

These are successful business people and
long-time members who know the power of
education, networking and giving back to
their association. They are not keeping a se-
cret one of the keys to their success: attend-
ing the Wisconsin Builders Conference.



http://bit.ly/vPbzlV
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5F6xy_Bbsc
http://www.sterlingbldg.com/
http://maba.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7nS9L1YjYs
http://bartowbuilders.com/
http://bartowbuilders.com/
http://www.manitowoccountyhomebuilders.com/
http://www.manitowoccountyhomebuilders.com/
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http://youtu.be/J9uLK2EiqE4
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http://youtu.be/7cSfj6fLV60
http://www.manitowoccountyhomebuilders.com/
http://youtu.be/gwvO4LY5B24
http://www.blenkerco.com/
http://gshba.org/
http://gshba.org/

Have Questions?

Program Administrator:
Rich Robinson
Toll-Free Phone:
866-849-8400
Email:
info@hbarebates.com

Rebate Program is a New Member Benefit

We are pleased to announce an exciting
new initiative, the WBA Member Rebate
Program, through which the country’s
leading Manufacturers pay rebates as their
way of thanking our members for being
loyal to their products. You may already be
using many of these products, so why not
get paid a rebate for something you’re
already doing? This program is just another
example of how being a WBA member
helps your company be more profitable.

Nobody likes paperwork, so we’ve worked
hard to keep paperwork to a minimum and
keep the process simple. When you regis-
ter, you simply indicate which of the eligi-
ble manufacturers you already use. Then,
on a quarterly basis, as you report the
number of homes or products that were
completed, our program administrator
does the work of notifying the manufactur-
ers, collecting your money, and mailing
your quarterly rebate check.

Now, here’s the important information on
why you have to act now. If you register
and claim before November 2% you will be
eligible for rebates on the products you

installed in all the homes or remodeling
projects completed from April 1° — Septem-
ber 30th! But you have to act now. Don’t
wait, you must register and fill out the re-
bate claim forms by November 23 or you
will jeopardize your rebate check.

The program registration form and rebate
claim forms are available by clicking on this
link: WBA Member Rebate Program News-
letter, or go online to register. Please help
us spread the word on this outstanding
free WBA member benefit. We want to get
as many members registered and collect-
ing ASAP.

Your consistent support of WBA through
your association membership makes this
program possible. It’s just another one of
the many benefits of belonging to WBA,
the voice of the housing industry in Wis-
consin.

Thank You,
Jerry Deschane, CAE — Executive Officer

WBA Member Rebate Program -
www.HBArebates.com

call 877-435-2440.

Lowe’s now has an official
affinity program with NAHB®

To register, and find out more information about
great offers, visit LowesForPros.com/NAHB or

© 2012 by Lowe's. All i

Lowe’s and the gable design a

S & REmg
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¥  REBATE

PROGRAM

From products and
manufacturers
you already use!

www.HBArebates.com



http://hbarebates.com/wba.html
http://hbarebates.com/wba.html
http://hbarebates.com/registration.html
http://hbarebates.com/registration.html
file:///C:/Users/Tena/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/KUBBOOUR/http/hbarebates.com/uploads/Q3_11_WBA_Rebate_Claim_Form.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Tena/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/KUBBOOUR/http/hbarebates.com/uploads/Q3_11_WBA_Rebate_Claim_Form.pdf
http://hbarebates.com/uploads/WBA_Member_Rebate_Program_Fall_11_Newsletter.pdf
http://hbarebates.com/uploads/WBA_Member_Rebate_Program_Fall_11_Newsletter.pdf
http://hbarebates.com/uploads/WBA_Member_Rebate_Program_Fall_11_Newsletter.pdf
http://hbarebates.com/registration.html
http://www.hbarebates.com/wba.html
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REGISTER NOW...2012 Home & Garden

Mid-Shores J
Home_BlfiIderis
Association,Inc.

March 2, 3 & 4, 2012

Friday, March 2 4-8PM Y Saturday, March 3 10AM-4PM Yy Sunday, March 4 10AM-3PM

EXHIBITOR PACKET AVAILABLE

2245 Calumet Drive — New Holstein, WI 53061
Adjacent to the Tractor Supply Co.

Ve
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Friday

Ni ght Vendor o
Complimentary Exhibitor Hospitality Room

Providing the public a reliable source of information about all facets of re
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trade to the public by participating in this opportunity to showcase the in-

credible workmanship, products and services our area can provide.

RUGGED

- COMES STANDARD

"~ Choose HP for end-to-end

NAHB. NAHB solutions built to

pass the toughest fests.

National Association of Home Builders

Put your membership
to work now.

Money-saving discounts that
benefit your business, your
employees, and your family

Visit
www.nahb.org/ma
for these and other participating
companies.

800
I 00

—_— g
NAHB A VIS @ Office CALI.: 1'888'202‘4488 and mention NAHB
: ‘ DEPOT CLICK: www.hp.com/go/nahb
N i SOLVERAS
LY e o vt }a@




Advertise Your Business on the
Home Pageof Mid-Shor es HBA'’ s

www.midshoreshomebuilders.com
MSHBA Website Advertising

Ads are available for sale on the home page of MSHBA'’s website at www.midshoreshomebuilders.com. Log on to view

sample ads.

Advertisement Description:

Advertiser may sign up for a contract period of a six (6) or twelve (12) month duration for a single advertising space on
the Mid-Shores HBA website. The advertisement will appear on the website Home Page. This advertisement will be in a
random rotation with up to 12 other advertisements (a new ad appearing when the page is refreshed). Ads will contain
a link to your company website.

Advertisement size: 187 pixels wide by 80 pixels high (.gif or .jpg format).

Advertisement may contain: Company logo, Slogan, Individual Company website link, general information about the
company that can fit into the advertising space described above.

Cost:

For a one (6) month contract: $125

For a one (12) month contract: $200

(Design services are available at extra cost of $25 per ad

Web Site Advertising Agreement and Contract

Company Name: Contact Name:

Contact Phone #: Date:

Contract Duration:
0 For a one (6) month contract: $125 0 For a one (12) month contract: $200

o (Design services are available at extra cost of $25 per ad)
S Total Amount
Make Checks Payable To: Mid-Shores HBA

Terms: A completed and signed advertising contract should be sent to:
Mid-Shores HBA, PO Box 125, New Holstein, Wil 53061

All camera-ready artwork for advertisement and basic ad information/layout should be sent by e-mail to:
hartwigsl@charter.net

Individual Company website link

Once your advertisement is placed on the website, no changes shall be made for the remainder of your contract time,
unless a fundamental error has been made, and it needs to be corrected. Advertising on the web site is on a first-come
first-served basis.

Signature of Advertiser:



http://www.midshoreshomebuilders.com
mailto:hartwigs1@charter.net

MSHBA WEBSITE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY

www.midshoreshomebuilders.com

Just a click away! MSHBA’s website features a searchable membership directory by profession. The online
directory also includes a link to your company’s website. Please fill out this form as you would like it to appear on the
website directory. The information included on this form will also be used to generate a printed membership direc-
tory.

Company information as you would |Iike it to appe

Company Name:

Owner/Contact Person(s):
Address: P.O. Box
City, State, Zip:

Phone Number:

Fax Number:
E-mail Address
Website:

Briefly describe your business (one to two sentences):

MSHBA Member Classified Listing

Architectural/Design Interior Design
Attorneys Insurance
Builder/Contractor Landscaping
Cabinetry Lumberyard Supplies
Central Vacuum Systems Masonry & Brick
Concrete Painting

Doors Plumbing

Drywall Remodeling & Additions
Education Roofing

Electrical Seamless Gutters
Excavating Septic Systems
Financial Siding

Fireplaces-sales Windows - sales
Flooring Windows - installation
Furniture Window Treatments
Heating/Air Conditioning Other

Insulation

Note: If you do not find a category your business fits into, please fill in other.

Please fill out this form and e-mail, mail or fax it to MSHBA:
Mid-Shores HBA
P. O. Box 125 e New Hol stein, WI 53061
Fax (920) 827-2 1 3 2-madl haftwigsl@charter.net



A ForDOMEable Event!

Act now to reserve your space as an exhibi-
tor at the new and expanded Vendor Show-
case February 22 & 23, 2012 at the Wiscon-
sin Builders Conference.

The Wisconsin Dells Center 90,000 sq. foot
climate-controlled facility at Chula Vista
Resort will be the site of all our classes,
breaks, lunches, the Vendor Showcase and
the Wednesday night Welcome Reception.
Imagine the visibility and access your busi-
ness will have from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
on Wednesday, and 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
on Thursday, as everyone will essentially be
in one room, all day, for all events.

® 360 degree visibility as attendees will

WISCONSIN BUILDERS
ACONFERENQE

ducation Networking Recognition
February 22-24, 2012 Chula Vista, W DeIIs

Will your company be

A ForDOMEable
Event

seen there?

. 1885 |
www.wisbuild.org

be moving throughout the facility

® Unprecedented access to the hun-
dreds of building industry professionals
attending

®  Multiple scheduled breaks to ensure
time to visit your booth

® Generate quality leads with decision-
makers

® Strengthen relationships with current
customers and meet future ones

® Display your innovative products
® Demonstrate your expertise

® Eventopen to all building profession-
als, both member and non-member

® 10’ x 10’ booth, with 70 foot ceiling
height at an affordable price

Welcome reception Wednesday night will
encourage attendees to stay

If you want to get in front of builders and
decision-makers, act now to reserve your
space. The sooner you commit, the sooner
you will get your name on our website and
take advantage of the broad, multi-channel
marketing we are utilizing statewide to
drum up registrations for this exciting
event.

We are going big this year, with an explo-
sion of quality classes for credits and pro-
fessional development, a welcome recep-
tion for networking and our famous hospi-
tality suites. With this major expansion
there are plenty of good reasons you
should be a part of the Wisconsin Builders
Conference as a sponsor or exhibitor at the
Vendor Showcase.

Contact Kim Fay, WBA Event Coordinator
at (608) 242-5151 for more information or a
contract.


http://www.wisbuild.org/about-us/wisconsin-builders-conference1/vendor-showcase1.html
http://www.wisbuild.org/about-us/wisconsin-builders-conference1/vendor-showcase1.html
http://www.wisbuild.org/about-us/wisconsin-builders-conference1.html
http://www.wisbuild.org/about-us/wisconsin-builders-conference1.html
http://www.chulavistaresort.com/meetings-events/wisconsin-dells-center/
http://www.wisbuild.org/about-us/wisconsin-builders-conference1/foundation-education-conference.html
http://www.wisbuild.org/about-us/wisconsin-builders-conference1/schedule-of-events.html
mailto:kfay@wisbuild.org?subject=Vendor%20Showcase%20Inquiry

MSHBA
2012 Committees

Community Projects — Dan
Schneider, Schneider &
Schneider Construction, LLC
Governmental Affairs — Gary
Roehrig, Roehrig & Savola
Builders, Inc.

Home & Garden Expo - Pam
Van Dera, Bank Mutual
Membership -

Tom Heiberger, Christel &
Heiberger Builders, Inc.
Parade of Homes - Vonda
Heiberger, Christel & Heiberger
Builders, Inc.

Public Relations -

Jeff Hedrich, Hedrich
Construction Inc.
Scholarship -

Steve Thielman, Kiel Building
Supply
Special Events:
Banquet & Auction -
Dan Schneider, Schneider &
Schneider Construction, LLC
Cookout & Casino Night Glenn
Christel, Christel & Heiberger
Builders, Inc.
Fundraising -

Gary Roehrig, Roehrig & Savola
Builders, Inc.

Trap Shoot -

Pam Van Dera, Bank Mutual
Website -

Pam Van Dera, Bank Mutual

: By Brad Boycks
Director of Government & Political Affairs, WBA

Morning

Review

Support Governor Walker online with a contri-
bution through WBA

In an effort to make giving personal contribu-
tions to Governor Scott Walker as easy as possi-
ble for members, WBA has set up an online
giving center which will allow members to give
personal contributions to Governor Walker.

Members may simply go to WBA’s homepage,
www.wisbuild.org, enter in an amount under
the title “Support Governor Walker” and click
the “Donate” button. Members will then be
taken to a page which will prompt them to en-
ter a personal credit card and then simply press
the “Submit Donation” button. Your personal
contribution will be given through the WBA
conduit, the Builders Direct Fund, to Governor
Scott Walker.

Making this contribution through WBA will al-
low members to help their local association
achieve their annual fundraising goal.

Please spread the word to fellow members, co-
workers and business partners who support
Governor Walker to make a contribution
through WBA’s new online giving page.

Taxpayer cost of a Walker Recall: $7.7 million
Many members have asked how much it will
likely cost local municipalities to administer a
statewide recall election. The best way to esti-
mate what a statewide recall election will cost
is to look back to the cost of the state senate
recall elections this past summer. The nine
state senate recall elections were estimated to
have cost taxpayers $2.1 million to administer,
which breaks down to approximately $233,333
each.

This math is not perfect, but considering there
are 33 state senate districts in Wisconsin, using
the figures above would mean the total esti-
mated cost would be $7.7 million (233,333 x 33)
for clerks to administer a statewide recall of the
governor.

Public lands bill signed into law (AB 275)
Recently Assembly Bill 275 (AB 275) was signed
into law by Governor Walker. WBA supported
AB 275 because it will give municipalities one
additional tool to help fund economic develop-
ment and infrastructure projects.

AB 275 will provide municipalities, particularly
smaller municipalities, with another means to
finance important utility and economic develop-
ment projects without needing to further com-
mit limited general obligation debt capacity. In

addition, revenue loans made by the Board of
Commissioner of Public Lands could provide a
more cost-effective method for financing small
projects as compared to the issuance of con-
ventional revenue obligations. In general, the
change will provide communities another op-
tion and additional flexibility to finance munici-
pal projects.

“This bill gives the Board of Commissioner of
Public Lands another tool to invest money, help
improve our communities, and ultimately carry
out the mission of the board,” said Governor
Walker. “l would like to thank State Senator
Dale Schultz, State Representative Ed Brooks
and Executive Secretary of the board, Tia Nel-
son, for supporting this Legislation.”

Ross, Wendle to WBA Executive Committee
Recently the WBA Executive Committee was
treated to an address by the two head officials
in the Department of Safety and Professional
Services (DSPS), Secretary Dave Ross and Dep-
uty Secretary Bill Wendle.

Both men stated they are taking a hard look at
everything the agency currently does with an
emphasis on making things run smoother, cost
less money for the taxpayer and the agency
customer and first taking a look at current regu-
lations before adding any new regulations.

One point of emphasis members made to DSPS
was a longstanding concern with the current
wall bracing rules. Members asked for these
rules to be rescinded and to go back to the
2003 standards which were much more reason-
able and still offer the consumer a very safe
structure at a fraction of the cost of the current
rule. WBA staff professionals have followed up
with both Secretary Ross and Deputy Secretary
Wendle thanking them for joining us and again
asking for quick action on the wall bracing issue
and nine other code changes we are seeking to
reduce the cost of housing in Wisconsin.

Secretary Ross made a point that is he is willing
to travel to local builders associations to get as
much input from members as possible. Locals
that may be interested in having Secretary Ross
join you for a board meeting, GA meeting or
GMM should contact his office directly at 608-
266-1352 and ask to speak to Greg Gasper.

DNR Reg reform bill passes committee

Recently both the Assembly and Senate Natural
Resources committees convened to vote on a
package of DNR regulatory reform matters
contained in bills AB 421 and SB 326. The as a
special session bill, but with the
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concept of DNR regulatory reform was first
introduced special session adjournment last
week, regular session bill drafts were intro-
duced by Representatives Jeff Mursau and
Senator Neil Kedzie.

Contained in these bills are items that allow for
one grading permit and not multiple permits,
presumptive approval of Chapter 30 permits
and the ability to remodel boathouses that
were in existence on December 16, 1979 (in the
past remodeling of these structures was forbid-
den).

WBA had been working to include an amend-
ment that would have changed current law
regarding shoreland zoning regulations after
annexation. We had secured all of the GOP
members of the Assembly Natural Resources
Committee to vote in favor of this amendment
but because the amendment was not sent from
the bill author to the committee chair 24 hours
prior to the meeting no vote was taken on the
matter. We are now looking at doing an
amendment on the floor of the state Assembly
or introducing this provision as a standalone
bill.

With the passage of these bills out of commit-
tee on partisan votes, it is expected that they
will be considered by both houses mid-January
2012.

Senator Johnson comes up short in leadership
bid

Freshman Wisconsin Senator Ron Johnson (R-
Oshkosh) came up short in his bid to become
the Senate Republican Conference Vice-Chair,
the fifth position on the leadership team. John-
son was bested by fellow Freshman Senator
Roy Blunt of Missouri. The final vote was close
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with Blunt besting Johnson 25-22. While techni-
cally a senate freshman Blunt had served as a
member of the U.S. House of Representatives
and formally served in leadership in the House.

Many saw this as a battle between the GOP
establishment (Blunt) versus the Tea Party/
outsider wing of the party (Johnson).

Johnson said of his bid, “while I did not win this
race, | am tremendously grateful for the level of
support | received. | want to thank my col-
leagues who supported my bid, those who en-
couraged me to run, and those who spoke to
others on my behalf. | also want to thank the
grassroots voices outside the Senate who sup-
ported my candidacy.”

Governor Walker: A Year of Progress for Wis-
consin's Job Climate

“We’ve worked hard this year to create a busi-
ness environment that encourages job crea-
tion,” said Governor Walker. “Business rank-
ings are one way to show the progress we’ve
made in moving Wisconsin in the right direc-
tion. They also remind us that we must keep
working to encourage job creation in our
state. Our most important goal remains helping
Wisconsin families prosper; these rankings
show we are laying the right foundation.”

Earlier this month, the new Forbes 2011 Best
States for Business ranking was released. Wis-
consin improved to 4oth, moving up from 43rd
in 2010 and 48th in 2009. lllinois fell behind
Wisconsin for the first time in 3 years, falling to
41°%. lllinois was 37" in 2010 and 24" in 2009.

Earlier this year, CNBC ranked Wisconsin 25th---
up from 29th in 2010.

The Chief Executive Magazine ranking placed
Wisconsin at 24“’, up from 41st in 2010. Wiscon-
sin’s improvement was the biggest jump in the
nation and in the history of the magazine.

All three business rankings improved in 2011
after falling under the previous administra-
tion.

Wisconsin also recently ranked 24th in the Small
Business and Entrepreneurship Council’s Small
Business Survival Rankings. Wisconsin moved
up from 31°'in the previous year.
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