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CALENDAR OF
EVENTS:
• April 13 MSHBA BOD/
GM Meeting Roepke’s
Village Inn, Charlesburg
5:30 pm BOD Meeting
6:30 pm GM Meeting
• May 1 Badger Craftsman
Award Submission
Deadline
• May 15 Spring Cookout
& Game Night Optimist
Chalet, New Holstein
• August 19 Jerry Arenz
Memorial Trap Shoot
Winnebago East Shore
Conservation Club
NOTE: MSHBA’s office is
closed May 19-31

By Ted Birschbach, Birschbach Builders, LLC
Hello fellow members,
Details have been set for
the Jerry Arenz Memorial
Trap Shoot at the Winnebago Eastshore Conservation Club. The 50 bird
shoot will be held on August 19. We are in need of
sponsors and teams. See
the flyer and registration
forms on pages 3 & 4.
Thank you for your support of this event!
Our next General Mem-

bership Meeting will be
at Roepke’s Village Inn on
April 13 at 6:30 pm. Bring
a guest. I am hoping that
someone will step up and
fill one remaining Director’s position. A special
thanks goes to Dave Amel
for volunteering to serve
anther year. We need
your help steering our
organization in 2021 and
beyond.

Also, just a quick reminder
of some upcoming deadlines. MSHBA’s Educational Scholarship application is due by April 30.
Contact Tena for an application. WBA’s Badger
Craftsman Awards entries
are due by May 1. Review
the information below
about entry.
See you on the 13th!

Ted
Birschbach Builders, LLC

April
MEETINGS
April 13
Roepke’s Village Inn
5:30 pm Board of Directors
6:00 pm Cocktails
6:30 pm GM Meeting
& Dinner off the Menu

Bring a guest and see
what our association is
about.

Join the best in our industry by entering the 2021
Badger Craftsman Awards, presented by the Wisconsin Builders Association and Johnson Financial Group.
The Badger Craftsman Awards offer recognition to
members of the association for excellence in new
home construction and remodeling. Take advantage
of this opportunity to showcase your outstanding
accomplishments!

Entries are due by May 1, 2021
Project submission and requirements can be found at
www.wisbuild.org/badgercraftsman.
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MSHBA Membership
MEMBERSHIP…the Ultimate
Building Resource
2021 MSHBA OFFICERS
President : Ted Birschbach
Birschbach Builders LLC
920-238-9253

President-Elect: Matt Lefeber
Wrightway Home Improvements
920-923-0721

Treasurer: Darlene Schwobe
Zander Press Inc.
920-756-2222

Secretary: Denise Bangart
Envoy Mortgage
920-522-4345

Past-President: Kevin Schmitz
K & J Construction and Design LLC
920-849-8811

2021 DIRECTORS
Dave Amel
Premier Properties Realty, LLC
920-980-4477

Thomas Heiberger
Christel & Heiberger Builders, Inc.
920-898-2820

Jerry Mallmann
Chilton Furniture
920-849-9023

Director: OPEN
WBA Directors
Denise Bangart
Dan Schneider
NAHB Delegate
Kevin Schmitz

THANK YOU FOR RENEWING YOUR
MEMBERSHIP!
Alpine Insulation Co., Inc.
Christel & Heiberger Builders, Inc.
Drexel Building Supply
Great Midwest Bank
Interior Woodworking LLC
Kraus Construction, Inc.
Meyer Plumbing LLC
Roffers Concrete Construction
Valley Cabinet Inc.

Join WBA Members on the third Thursday
of each month at 10 am for our 30minute web series, Thirdy on Thursdays!
Guest speakers will range from affinity
partners to business executives and government leaders.

Mid-Shores HBA offers a 3-Pay Dues
Payment Program…

Register at www.wisbuild.org/wbaevents/30

MSHBA offers an option to pay your dues
in three consecutive monthly payments of
$145.00. Your membership will take into
effect on your final payment. A 3-Pay Dues
payment contract will be included with
your renewal statement.
_________________________

Mid-Shores HBA Scholarship
Opportunity
Mid-Shores Home Builders Association,
Inc. (MSHBA) would like to invite graduating students to apply for our annual
MSHBA scholarship award. We will again
be offering 2—$500 scholarships to area
high school students in the Calumet area
continuing their education in the
trades. Contact Tena or your high school
guidance department for an application.
__________________________

Don’t Wait, Save Today…put
your membership to work
now!
PO Box 125
New Holstein, WI 53061
www.midshoreshomebuilders.com

Executive Officer

Tena Hartwig

2104 Mary Ave.
New Holstein, WI 53061
Phone (920) 898-5030
Fax (920) 827-1232
thartwig@midshoreshomebuilders.com

NEW WBA Member Benefits

Successful businesses are all about saving
money to help drive profits. The Member
Savings program offers you money-saving
discounts that benefit your business, employees and family. Savings in these programs and others help cover the cost of
your membership dues and benefits your
local association. Visit www.nahb.org/
savings to start saving!

InspectionCertification
Inspection Certification Associates is
now offering an exclusive discount to
Wisconsin Builders Association members. All WBA members will receive a
$100 discount on their Online Home Inspection Course.
Contractors make great home inspectors!
Here are some reasons that make home
inspection a great business:
• Utilize your existing knowledge of
the home to start a new business
• Great Part-time or Full-time business
• Save your back and knees for retirement
• Be Your Own Boss–set your own
schedule
• Average home inspection is $450 and
only takes 2-3 hours

Use Code WBA100 at check out to
receive the discount!
www.wisbuild.org/certificationassocia
tes
More Member Exclusive Benefits can
be found at
www.wisbuild.org/member-benefits
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Advocacy Digest | March 2021
Brad Boycks, Executive Director
“examine the lumber supply chain, identify the causes for high prices and supply
constraints, and seek immediate remedies that will increase production.”
The letter to Agriculture Secretary Vilsack urged him to include the lumber
supply chain in a report to the White
House regarding President
Biden’s executive order to secure supply
chains for critical and essential goods.
“Thank you for your efforts to examine
America’s agricultural supply chains,”
the letter stated. “We respectfully encourage you to include the lumber supply chain in your review and report to
President Biden. We stand ready to work
with you to ensure American consumers
and home builders have a reliable,
affordable supply of lumber to meet
housing demand.”

Multifamily Sprinkler Requirements
The Department of Safety and Professional Services (DSPS) recently announced that as of April 19, 2021, they
would again be requiring an automatic
fire sprinkler system in any multifamily
building of three units or more.

POWTS Bill has Hearing in State Senate
Committee
Recently, a bill to provide two additional
DSPS employees to review POWTS plans
had a public hearing in the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Energy. The message to U.S. Forest Chief ChristiThe bill was later voted out of committee ansen noted that “improving the health
of our nation’s forests and increasing the
This decision comes after Attorney Gen- on a bipartisan 5-0.
supply of domestic timber are not mutueral Josh Kahl released an opinion that
WBA is advocating that this bill has a
ally exclusive goals, and we strongly urge
reversed a previous opinion by former
vote before the full State Senate when
you to maintain current harvesting plans
Attorney General Brad Schimel concern- they meet in mid-April.
for the National Forest system.”
ing an administrative rule being more
From NAHB: A Full-Court Press on Lum- “Better forest management practices
restrictive than a state statute.
ber
will not only promote the health of our
To make things even more confusing, a
NAHB continues to move rapidly and
nation’s forest system but also improve
section of the commercial building code aggressively to engage the Biden adminhousing affordability,” the letter stated.
that has been enforced since late 2018,
istration on lumber and to urge policy“As additional supply of domestically
requires two means of egress from every makers to take immediate action to adproduced timber is brought into the marroom. Several members have reported
dress skyrocketing lumber prices and
ket, upward pressure on lumber prices
this code prevision has been used to re- supply shortages that are harming home
will soften.”
quire sprinkler systems in multifamily
builders, home buyers, remodelers, and View the full text of all the lumber letunits of 20 or fewer units.
the economy.
ters, including one sent to President
If you have been getting multifamily
This week, letters were sent to AgriculBiden in January, here.
units of 20 or fewer approved without a ture Secretary Tom Vilsack and the U.S.
Contact Your Congress Member
sprinkler system because you have com- Forest Service Chief Victoria Christiansen
plied with the means of egress requirethat addressed NAHB’s urgent concerns
ments, you need to get those plans apon this issue and recommended key
proved before April 19, 2021.
strategies to ease lumber price volatility
The Wisconsin Builders Association
(WBA) is currently exploring all options
on how to proceed with the new DSPS
policy and the new Kahl AG opinion.

and boost supply.
Last week, NAHB spearheaded an effort
that led to 35 organizations signing onto
a joint letter to Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo urging the secretary to
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square feet) has remained flat in 2020,
however the number of bedrooms and
bathrooms will likely increase in 2021,
WBA Celebrates Strong Home with home buyer preferences shifting in
the wake of the pandemic. Homebuyers
Building Market
are also requesting dedicated laundry
As the home building industry celebrates
rooms, energy star windows and appliNew Homes Month in April, new reances, patios/front porches, and walk-in
search shows a majority (60 percent) of
pantries.
home buyers prefer a new home to an
The Wisconsin Builders Association has
existing one, the highest level since
also been working in conjunction with
2007.
other state associations and NAHB to
“A lot of change has happened over the
address the issue of increased material
past year, but the home building industry
costs to ensure home building remains
has remained strong,” said WBA Execuaffordable.
tive Director Brad Boycks. “Over 12,000
“While some of our members have seen
new home permits were issued across
Wisconsin in 2020; a ten percent increase a slowdown, most have not, as low interest rates are driving homeowners to conover 2019.”
tinue building,” said WBA President Abe
A recent study conducted by the NationDegnan. “The construction of 1,000 sinal Association of Home Builders (NAHB)
gle-family homes creates 2,900 full-time
shows the average home size (2,486
jobs across all U.S. industries. We are

April Proclaimed as New
Homes Month

dedicated to ensuring material prices
come down so
building new
homes can remain
an option for people across the state
and continue to be
a pillar for our economy.”
About the WBA
The WBA is a professional trade association comprised of 21 local associations dedicated to helping members
build communities around the state. We
advocate the interests of 4,000 home
building industry members to keep housing affordable and accessible for Wisconsin families, Protecting the American
Dream for over 70 years.

MEMBER INSURANCE BENEFITS
Through the buying power of MSHBA and the WBA, we’ve got your insurance needs covered.
Association Health Insurance Plans: Health insurance remains one of the most expensive employee benefits your business offers. During a time when you are reviewing your current health insurance renewal plans, please take this time to review all
your options with superior health care provider networks that are available through
our partnership with the Wisconsin Builders Association.

Take a look at cost-effective options with superior health care provider networks
that are available through the partnership of Mid-Shores Home Builders Association Inc (MSHBA) and the Wisconsin Builders
Association (WBA).
Through the buying power of MSHBA and WBA, you can get large group service and prices for your business of any size. New
and existing members can take advantage of this opportunity to choose coverage from WPS Health Insurance and Arise
Health Plan.
You get help controlling costs and navigating a complex health care system through special pricing exclusively for members.
If you are interested in reviewing the options, simply contact Fred Wilmsen, RHU, ChHC, TIC, Inc. at 920.419.1055 or lean more
HERE.
Business Insurance: Frankenmuth Insurance specializes in industry-specific, customizable business insurance packages. Our
business insurance for contractors includes errors and omissions coverage tailored
to your unique needs, and WBA members receive discounted rates. From workers’
compensation to commercial auto insurance and more, we’ve got you covered. Please contact your Frankenmuth Agency Representative or
Lawrence Hansen, CIC
Vice President
HUB International Midwest Limited
Office: 920-686-1817
Mobile: 920-905-4466

