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CALENDAR OF
EVENTS:
• March 5 WBA Trends in
Housing
• March 7 & 8 MSHBA
Home Fest 2020 at 2241
Calumet Drive, New
Holstein
• March 10 MSHBA BOD/
GM Meeting Millhome
Supper Club, Kiel
5:30 pm BOD Meeting
6:30 pm GM Meeting
• March 19 Home Fest
Comm. Wrap-up Meeting 5:30 pm at K & J
construction and Design, LLC, Chilton office
NOTE: MSHBA’S office will
be closed MARCH 10-17

By Ted Birschbach, Birschbach Builders, LLC
Hello members,
I would like to start my
letter by thanking our
great Home Fest Committee. They have set up
what seems to be a wonderful show with diverse
speakers, a great range of
exhibitors and great use
of our local high schools
Tech Ed projects.
Home Fest also has great

sponsors (Event sponsor—Chilton Furniture
and Advertising Sponsor Mathes Construction &
Gutter Co.) and numerous
other sponsorships and
donations from members.
The committee has also
sold ads in our flyer to
increase our bottom line
and offer advertising opportunities to those not
interested in a booth!

MARCH MEETINGS
March 10
Millhome Supper Club
16524 Lax Chapel Road, Kiel

5:30 pm Board of Directors
6:00 pm Cocktails
6:30 pm GM Meeting & Dinner (off the menu)
Bring a guest and see what our association is about.
__________________________

50/50 Raffle
$5.00 each
Top Seller Prize $50
To Benefit our Scholarship
Fund. Tickets distributed at
March GMM. Top Seller Prize
& printing sponsored by K & J
Construction and Design LLC

Thank you to all of our
sponsors, exhibitors and
advertisers!
I hope to see you all at
Millhome Supper Club for
our March 10th meeting
and let us know if you
have not received your
2020 50/50 raffle tickets.
Thanks again

Ted
Birschbach Builders, LLC

Your March 3 Tempo contains
the Home Fest 2020 Book!
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MSHBA Membership
MEMBERSHIP…the Ultimate
Building Resource
2020 MSHBA OFFICERS
President : Ted Birschbach
Birschbach Builders LLC
920-238-9253

President-Elect: Tim Mathes
Mathes Construction & Gutter Co.
920-894-7697

Treasurer: Darlene Schwobe
Zander Press Inc.
920-756-2222

Secretary: Denise Bangart
National Exchange Bank & Trust
920-849-8888

Past-President: Kevin Schmitz
K & J Construction and Design LLC
920-849-8811

2020 DIRECTORS
Dave Amel
Premier Properties Realty, LLC
920-980-4477

Thomas Heiberger
Christel & Heiberger Builders, Inc.
920-898-2820

Jerry Mallmann
Chilton Furniture
920-849-9023

Matt Lefeber
Wrightway Home Improvement
920-923-0721

WBA Directors
Denise Bangart
Glenn Christel
Dan Schneider
NAHB Delegate
Kevin Schmitz

PO Box 125
New Holstein, WI 53061
www.midshoreshomebuilders.com

Executive Officer

Tena Hartwig

2104 Mary Ave.
New Holstein, WI 53061
Phone (920) 898-5030
Fax (920) 827-1232
thartwig@midshoreshomebuilders.com

Mid-Shores HBA offers a 3-Pay Dues
Payment Program…
MSHBA offers an option to pay your dues
in three consecutive monthly payments of
$140.00. Your membership will take into
effect on your final payment. A 3-Pay Dues
payment contract will be included with
your renewal statement.
__________________________

HOME FEST 2020
High School Tech Ed Projects...

HOME FEST 2020
Clean-up at our New Location…
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Home Fest 2020—March 7 & 8
Attend Calumet County’s ONLY Home Show…it opens this weekend! Long-known for our annual Home & Garden Expo, we are taking our show to a whole new level with Home Fest 2020 at
our new location located on Highway 32/57 at 2241 Calumet Drive (the former Dollar General) in
New Holstein.
Home Fest 2020 not only showcases products and services of the home building and remodeling
industries, but includes informational sessions, NEW themed days with daily activities and a NEW
focus on helping you choose the best options whether you are a new homeowner, maintaining
your home, building your dream home or looking at down-sizing. Home Fest hours are 10 am – 5
pm on Saturday, March 7 and 10 am - 3 pm on Sunday, March 8. Admission is $5.00 per person. Concessions are sponsored by the New Holstein HS Art Club & National Art Honor Society.
Saturday, March 7, is Senior Day. The day features vendor resources and educational sessions designed to assist with life’s
transitions. Educational sessions include topics about saving and investing, low maintenance and small gardening and how
your unwanted goods can help Habitat for Humanity. Sunday, March 8, is New Homeowner Day. The day features vendor
resources and educational sessions to help you navigate all aspects of new home ownership, from maintaining and updating
your first home to building your dream home. Educational sessions include topics about getting ready for home ownership,
gardening on a budget and what you should know as a new homeowner. Special vendor activities and giveaways are planned
for both days.
Register for the Expo Grand Prize of a $1000 Gift Certificate to Chilton Furniture, sign-up for door prizes, attend a FREE seminar, support High School Tech Ed…Kiel HS Tech Ed students constructed a playhouse/gardening shed and Chilton HS students
built a glider that will be raffled...we have something for everyone.
HOME FEST 2020 SPONSORS: Event Sponsor – Chilton Furniture, Advertising Sponsor – Mathes Construction & Gutter Co.,
Door Prize Sponsors – Kasper Building Supply and Stanley Schmitz Inc., Seminar Sponsors – Drexel Building Supply, Pella Windows & Doors of WI, Roffers Concrete Construction and State Bank of Chilton, Exhibitor Hospitality Sponsor – Premier Financial Credit Union, Disposal - Advanced Disposal, Snow Removal – Halbach Excavating, LLC, Sound – Suess Electronics Inc. and
Thiel Real Estate and Give-away Bag Sponsor – ABC Supply Co. Inc., Central Boiler and National Exchange Bank & Trust

LO
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Advocacy Digest | February 2020
Brad Boycks, Executive Director
election to fill the open congressional
seat created by Sean Duffy’s retirement.
Tiffany bested Church with 57% of the
GOP primary vote and will face Democrat
Tricia Zunker in the May 12 special general election. Zunker defeated businessman Lawrence Dale in the democrat primary election.
State Senator Tom Tiffany was supported in his primary win with funds from the
National Association of Home Builder’s
BUILD PAC (NAHB BUILD PAC).

Advocacy Group forms subcommittee to
review contractor registration law
Recently the WBA Advocacy Group approved the formation of a subcommittee
to review the state statutes and administrative rules on contractor certification.
The original law, 2005 WI Act 200, and
was signed into law on March 27, 2006
by Governor Jim Doyle with the support
of WBA.
It has been almost 14 years since this law
was passed and the Advocacy Group
thought that now was a good time to
take an additional look at the law and
administrative rules and report back at
their next meeting on June 24. The newly created subcommittee will be headed
by WBA Treasurer Cory Sillars.
Any member who is interested in serving
on this subcommittee should contact
Brad Boycks (bboycks@wisbuild.org) to
take part in the conversation. We will be
communicating online using Zoom for
upcoming meetings so no travel will be
necessary.

If the Advocacy Group concurs with any
suggested changes to current law and
administrative rules, they would be included in the 2021-2022 WBA Advocacy
Agenda that will be considered by the
WBA Board of Directors on October 1.
Online silent auction to fund the BBW

Building Codes Vote Marred by ‘Zombie
Proposals’ Could Impact Housing Affordability
PAC in the works
Another item discussed during the Advo- For most of 2019, the International Code
Council’s 2021 building codes cycle was
cacy Group meeting on February 7 was
moving along as expected, but a lastestablishing an online silent auction to
help fund the Building A Better Wiscon- minute wave of newly registered voters
appears to have derailed the online vote
sin Political Action Committee (BBWin what appears to be a concerted effort
PAC)
to impact the code development proThe Advocacy Group was supportive of
cess.
this effort and we will be working to hold
NAHB was heavily involved at all stages
an online silent auction sometime this
year prior to the November general elec- in the current code development cycle,
which includes changes to the Internation.
tional Energy Conservation Code (IECC)
In order to have a successful silent aucand the all-important International Resition we are asking for donations from
dential Code (IRC) for the 2021 edition of
members. We have already secured a
the I-Codes. NAHB members and staff
donation that includes tickets to a Minhad a significant presence at both the
nesota Wild NHL game from WBA Past
ICC Committee Action Hearings in AlbuPresident Ron Derrick (thank you!).
querque last May and the Public ComPlease consider contacting Brad Boycks
ment Hearings in Las Vegas in October.
(bboycks@wisbuild.org) to make a doThrough the deliberative and transparnation which can be anything ranging
ent hearing process established by the
from prepaid gift cards, Packer tickets,
gift certificates for items used to build a ICC, NAHB — along with a host of other
advocates and stakeholders along all
home, and electronics.
ideological lines — publicly influenced
More details on this to come but please
many proposals with testimony backed
consider making a pledge to donate an
by data and relevant research.
item today!
When the vote results came in from the
State Senator Tom Tiffany advance in
ICC’s Online Governmental Consensus
GOP primary to replace Sean Duffy
Vote, held Nov. 19 through Dec. 6, 2019,
th
Voters in Wisconsin’s 7 Congressional
it was as expected, with a success rate of
District selected State Senator Tom Tiffaaround 84% on non-energy code prony over Jason Church in the GOP primary
posals that NAHB either supported or
on February 18 to advance to the general
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opposed, in line with results from previous years. But when the preliminary results on the IECC were reported, there
were some surprising discrepancies.
Many aggressive energy efficiency proposals that had been defeated at both
the committee hearings and the public
comment hearings had been approved
by the online vote (preliminary results).
When proposals are defeated at hearings, they must get a two-thirds majority
to overturn past results. It’s a bar so
high, no previous proposal had ever met
the threshold. But in this code cycle, 20
IECC “zombie” proposals cleared the
hurdle and came back to life. And some
will negatively impact housing affordability for home builders and buyers.

A preliminary NAHB analysis of the
changes pegs the cost impact to be a
low-end estimate of $2,400-$7,200 in
climate zone 1, to a high-end estimate of
$5,000-$14,000 in climate zones 4 and 5,
for each new single-family home of average size.

the process to limit or eliminate proposals from getting approved that lose
the first two hearings.

With such inconsistent results, NAHB
suspected that something was amiss
with the voting. After reviewing the approved governmental voters, it was discovered that hundreds of new government employees from towns all over the
country were validated to vote — and
they voted in droves.

For more information on the vote or the
codes development process, contact
Craig Drumheller
(cdrumheller@nahb.org).

For now, read the results and know that
NAHB is doing all it can to stand up for
reasonable building codes that help build
safe housing that is affordable.

__________________________________

There was a concerted effort on the part
of efficiency and environmental groups
to engage like-minded governmental
Free Continuing Ed Courses
The more egregious changes include:
members who work in environmental,
now available...
• Gas water heaters, stoves and dryers sustainability and resilience departments. These new voters appear to have Thanks to our partnership with Slipneed to be “electric ready,” with
stream and the B4 Conference, we are
worked off the same voting guide and
appropriate receptacles installed
now officially offering members 12 free
simply voted their party line.
nearby if a homeowner decides to
switch to all-electric appliances
NAHB will be very actively pushing back credits through a promo code on our
• An electric vehicle charging recepta- on these zombie proposals. First, staff is website . You will need your memberscle (40A 220V) needs to be installed appealing at least two of the results that only login to access the page with the
in all single-family homes with a
they believe are related to proposals that code. Like the previous Homebuilder
University courses and other courses
parking space
are out of scope for the energy code.
• Wall insulation was increased to R- Also, NAHB will be challenging the voting offered by Slipstream, the new courses
are approved through DSPS and will
20+5 in climate zones 4 and 5
credentials of a number of new memcount towards license renewal.
• Ceiling insulation was increased to R- bers.
Check out the courses and members,
60 in climate zones 4 through 8
NAHB also intends to work with ICC to
don't miss the link to take you to the free
• Ceiling insulation was increased to R- tighten up voting eligibility and modify
promo code.
49 in climate zones 2 and 3
https://www.wisbuild.org/onlinecourses
__________________________________

Home Fest 2020...
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