
 

Fellow members, 

Just a reminder, put Au-
gust 13 on your calendar 
for the annual Jerry Arenz 
Memorial Trap Shoot! 
Registration is now open.  
The form can be found on 
pages 3 & 4. We could use 
a little help gathering do-
nations or prizes for our 
annual Trap Shoot. This is 
one of our only fund rais-
ers and any help would be 

appreciated. 

Pre-register for a chance 
to win 250 shells. This is 
always a fun and relaxing 
night with your peers.  

We are also looking at 
doing another Home Plan-
ning Guide in place of our 
Parade of Homes, as we 
are again having difficulty 
finding enough entries. If 
anyone has any ideas for 
topics to be discussed, 

please forward them to a 
board member, or write 
up a little something on it. 
We are trying to incorpo-
rate topics and ideas for 
homebuilding and buying 
in the magazine along 
with the advertising.  

Enjoy the summer, 

Kevin Schmitz 
MSHBA President  
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CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS: 
• August 13—Jerry 

Arenz Memorial Trap 
Shoot, Winnebago 
Eastshore Conserva-
tion Club 

• December 10—
MSHBA Holiday Party, 
PAC Auction & Instal-
lation, Altona Supper 
Club, New Holstein 
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Celebrating 28 Years! 1998-2026 

The  Cutting Edge     

REGISTRATION IS 
NOW OPEN! 

Register your team 
& pay by August 3 

to be      entered in-
to a drawing for 250 

shells!     
Sponsored by                          

K & J Construction and 
Design, LLC 



 

 

MEMBERSHIP…the Ultimate 
Building Resource 

THANK YOU FOR RENEWING YOUR   
MEMBERSHIP! 
Kraus Construction Inc. – 17 years 
Potter Building Supply – 12 years 
Ditter Plumbing Co. – 14 years 

Mid-Shores HBA offers a 3-Pay Dues 
Payment Program… 

MSHBA offers an option to pay your dues in 
three consecutive monthly payments of 
$150.00.  Your membership will take into effect 
on your final payment. A 3-Pay Dues payment 
contract will be included with your renewal 
statement. 

_________________________ 

SAVE THE DATES: 
August 13—Jerry Arenz Memorial Trap 
Shoot, Winnebago Eastshore Conserva-
tion Club 

December 10—MSHBA Holiday Party, PAC 
Auction & Installation, Altona Supper 
Club, New Holstein 

_________________________ 

WBA Member Benefits… 
• Kwik Trip Rewards 

• Contracts/Forms 

• Member Hotline 

• Insurance 

• Rebate Form 

• Continuing Education 

• Coaching & Consulting 

Even More Benefits are available at 
www.wisbuild.org/member-benefits  

 

 

 

 
_________________________ 

Area Chamber Memberships 
MSHBA is a member of New Holstein, Chilton 
and the Kiel Area Chamber of Commerce.  
Please feel free to represent MSHBA and at-
tend any of their meetings or events. 

• New Holstein Area Chamber of Commerce 

• Kiel Area Chamber of Commerce 

• Chilton Chamber of Commerce 

MSHBA Membership 

2026 MSHBA OFFICERS 

President :  Kevin Schmitz 
K & J Construction and Design LLC 

920-849-8811 

President-Elect:  Matt Lefeber 
Wrightway Home Improvements 

920-923-0721 

Treasurer:  Julie Schmitz 
K & J Construction and Design LLC 

920-849-8811 

Secretary: Open Position 

 Past-President :   Derek Fritsch 
Green Hammer Construction LLC 

920-905-3513 

2026 DIRECTORS 

Jerry Mallmann 
Chilton Furniture 

920-849-9023 

Dave Amel 
Premier Properties Realty, LLC 

920-980-4477 

Nick Zurn 
Precision Floors & Decor 

920-400-1123 
 

WBA Directors 
Dan Schneider 
Derek Fritsch 

NAHB Delegate 
Kevin Schmitz  

NAHB Alternate Delegate 
Open Position 
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PO Box 125 
New Holstein, WI 53061 

www.midshoreshomebuilders.com 

Executive Officer        Tena Hartwig 
2104 Mary Ave.  

New Holstein, WI 53061 
Phone (920) 539-9014 
hartwigs1@charter.net 

Volunteer to Serve in a     
Leadership Position in 2026  

MSHBA Directors: MSHBA’s Board is looking 
for a member to fill an open Secretary.  Terms 
are for 1 year.   

WBA Directors:  We are looking for an Associ-
ate Member to represent MSHBA on WBA’s 
Board of Directors.  Director’s will be expected 
to attend 3 annual meetings of which one is 
held virtually.   

_________________________   

_________________________      

 
WBA Member Meeting Day & 

EO Development 

https://www.newholsteinareachamber.com/
https://www.kielwi.org/
https://chiltonchamber.com/
http://www.midshoreshomebuilders.com/
http://www.facebook.com/midshoreshomebuilders
http://www.wisbuild.org/
https://www.wisbuild.org/member-rebate-program?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR1KhShZkxqbCinO2JGCuGZKrM_NJa2dkp-R8XGsmNx6Ve9uY9vuXzN9PNo_aem_AflfQ30z1ZjByTk0oy_FsxH8EWNtq_BoDvd7keaJUogE_uCzCY2Q0QK0i7P4azsxRnfijlV8sA75b1_gryT6d-z8
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Advocacy Digest | June 18, 2026 
Brad Boycks, Executive Director 

Key Races to Watch: Wisconsin's Competi-
tive Legislative Districts in 2026 
With the partisan primary set for Tuesday, 
August 11, 2026, Wisconsin's fall legislative 
elections are shaping up to be highly compet-
itive — and the outcomes could shift the 
balance of power in both the State Senate 
and State Assembly. Here's a look at the rac-
es that matter most heading into the fall cam-
paign season. 

State Senate: Democrats Need Two Seats to 
Flip the Chamber 
Republicans currently hold an 18–15 majority 
in the State Senate, meaning Democrats need 
to flip just two seats to take a 17–16 majority. 
Four districts stand out as battlegrounds this 
cycle. Composite partisan scores used below 
are a blend of statewide results from 2022 
and 2024, with greater weighting given to 
2022 non-presidential results, as calculated by 
analyst Joe Handrick. 

Senate District 5 — Open Seat (Composite: 
48.5% GOP, Highly Competitive) Senator Rob 
Hutton (R) is retiring, leaving an open seat 
that leans only slightly Republican. State Rep-
resentative Robin Vining (D) faces Mike Rob-
erts (R) in what figures to be one of the most 
closely watched contests of the cycle. 

Senate District 17 — Senator Howard Mar-
klein (R) (Composite: 47% GOP, Lean DEM) 
Despite Marklein holding the seat, the dis-
trict's composite score tilts slightly Democrat-
ic. Marklein faces State Representative Jenna 
Jacobson (D) in a race that could be a key 
pickup opportunity for Democrats. 

Senate District 21 — Open Seat (Composite: 

49.5% GOP, Highly Competitive) Senator Van 
Wanggaard is also retiring, making this anoth-
er open-seat contest in nearly even territory. 
Jim Croft (R) faces Trevor Jung (D). 

Senate District 31 — Senator Jeff Smith (D) 
(Composite: 47% GOP, Lean DEM) An incum-
bent Democrat defending a seat that has 
been trending Republican. Michele Skinner 
(R) is the challenger, and this race represents 
a potential GOP pickup. 

State Assembly: Democrats Need Five Seats 
to Flip the Chamber 
Republicans hold a 54–45 edge in the Assem-
bly, requiring Democrats to flip five seats for 
a 50–49 majority. Nine districts are on the 
radar as potentially decisive. 
Assembly District 21 — Open Seat 
(Composite: 47% GOP, Lean DEM) Repre-
sentative Jessie Rodriguez (R) is retiring. 
Dylan Pfaffenbach (R) faces David Liners (D) 
and Daniel Bukiewicz (D) in a district that 
leans slightly Democratic. 

Assembly District 30 — Rep. Shannon Zim-
merman (R) (Composite: 51.5% GOP, Highly 
Competitive) Zimmerman seeks re-election 
against Kevin Knoke (D) in a seat that trends 
slightly Republican but remains competitive. 

Assembly District 51 — Rep. Todd Novak (R) 
(Composite: 45% GOP, Strong DEM) The com-
posite score here marks this as a strong Dem-
ocratic district. Novak faces Ben Gruber (D) 
and Angelo Tataje (American Solidarity Par-
ty). This is one of the most vulnerable Repub-
lican-held seats in the chamber. 

Assembly District 53 — Open Seat 
(Composite: 47% GOP, Lean DEM) Repre-

sentative Dean Kaufert (R) is retiring. David 
Daniels (R) faces Becky Nichols (D) and 
Rachael Dowling (Independent) in a competi-
tive open district. 

Assembly District 61 — Rep. Bob Donovan 
(R) (Composite: 48.5% GOP, Highly Competi-
tive) Donovan faces a contested Democratic 
primary — Ben Brist, Lawanda Chambers, and 
Brian Bock are all running on the Democratic 
side. The race is a toss-up. 

Assembly District 85 — Rep. Pat Snyder (R) 
(Composite: 50.5% GOP, Highly Competitive) 
Snyder holds a slight edge based on compo-
site numbers and faces John Kroll (D) in a 
district that could go either way. 

Assembly District 88 — Rep. Ben Franklin (R) 
(Composite: 50% GOP, Highly Competitive) A 
true coin-flip race. Franklin faces Brandy 
Tollefson (D) in a district with an even com-
posite split. 

Assembly District 89 — Rep. Ryan Spaude 
(D) (Composite: 48% GOP, Highly Competi-
tive) An incumbent Democrat defending a 
seat that leans slightly Republican. Bobby 
Linsey (R) is the challenger, making this a 
potential GOP pickup. 

Assembly District 92 — Rep. Clint Moses (R) 
(Composite: 51.5% GOP, Highly Competitive) 
Moses faces Mel Marlin (D) and Jeremiah 
Fredrickson (D). Republicans hold a modest 
structural advantage here, but the race is 
competitive. 

What This Means 
Both chambers are in play this fall, with slim 
margins making every race consequential. 
With four competitive Senate seats and nine 
Assembly districts to watch, outcomes in just 
a handful of contests could determine which 
party controls the Wisconsin legislature head-
ing into the next session beginning in January 
2027. 

The partisan primary is Tuesday, August 11, 
2026. General election ballots will be cast in 
November. 

 

Advocacy Updates:  

• WHEDA loan tweaks, now 2025 WI Act 
237 (pages 6-7)  

• Neighborhood Improvement Districts, 
now 2025 WI Act 120 (pages 8-9)  

http://www.wisbuild.org/
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http://www.fmins.com/
http://www.nahb.org/savings

